Apneic seizures: a sign of temporal lobe hemorrhage in full-term neonates.
Intracranial hemorrhage is a common cause of neonatal seizures in full-term infants. However, only some infants with intracranial hemorrhage come to clinical attention. A right temporal lobe hemorrhage with resulting apneic seizures was described previously in one neonate. In this case report, we review three full-term male neonates with no significant perinatal complications who presented with apneic events and temporal lobe hemorrhage. One neonate had apnea as the sole manifestation of a seizure that was confirmed electrographically. One neonate had motor manifestations of seizures, in addition to apnea, that were confirmed as seizures electrographically. The third neonate had pure apneic events before initiation of electroencephalogram monitoring which were presumed to be seizures, because the electroencephalogram demonstrated epileptiform abnormalities. At follow-up, all three children were neurodevelopmentally normal. This case report emphasizes that, although uncommon, full-term neonates may present with apnea as the initial manifestation of temporal lobe hemorrhage. Because apnea could be a manifestation of a seizure, continuous electroencephalogram monitoring should be considered in a full-term neonate with unexplained apnea.